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MEDIA RELEASE

Monday, 22 March 2010

AUSTRALIA RISKS INTERNATIONAL SHAME

Australia risks international shame in this international Year of Biodiversity if it fails to
protect the iconic Red Gum wetlands along the Murray River.

A timely report released today - Water, Wetlands and Forests: a Review of Ecological,
Economic and Policy Linkages — highlights inland waters as the most threatened ecosystem
type of all.

The report has just been released to coincide with World Water Day by the Secretariat of
the Convention on Biological Diversity.

The report stresses that ecosystems need to be managed in their entirety — which means
that Murray Red Gums should be protected to improve the health of the whole river
system.

The economic benefits of wetlands in contributing to healthy rivers and clean water are
highlighted.

Today, on World Water Day, IRN has drawn attention to the plight of the Red Gum
wetlands, joining with a number of environment groups to call on the Prime Minister and
Senator Wong to act to prevent NSW Murray wetland destruction.

For a full copy of the joint media release, see www.npansw.org.au
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